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What is the purpose of Reel Ministry? 

Group Leader Notes 
 
The left-hand column of each page 
will contain any Group Leader 
notes, such as exercise instructions 
or points to highlight. 
 
This Group Leader Guide is 
intended to assist you in presenting 
this information. Keep in mind that 
you know your audience and their 
Biblical and Film foundation better 
than anyone.  
 
The Bible verse commentaries 
found within the Group Leader 
notes are strictly the opinions of the 
creative team behind Reel Ministry 
and designed to assist the Group 
Leader in facilitating an effective, 
collaborative, thought provoking, 
and exciting Bible Study. We 
strongly encourage you to seek out 
a Study Bible and gain additional 
perspective on these important 
verses. 
 
Feel free to relate any points in this 
Bible study to current events 
and/or recent events in your life. 
This will make the content more 
relevant to your group members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Reel Ministry Bible Studies offer individuals and 
small groups a unique way to engage topical issues 
found in popular films. These innovative studies will 
engage Biblical knowledge and broaden the scope of 
one’s understanding of Scripture.   
 
While a summary of the films will always be 
included within the bulk of each Bible study, it is my 
hope that the individual or small group will watch 
the movie being studied. By doing this, Christians 
will have a better understanding of the material; 
thus, they will be much more confident in engaging 
friends and co-workers about these varied topics. 
 
It is vitally important that we engage our culture 
with the paramount truth that Jesus Christ is “…the 
way and the truth and the life” (John 14:6). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel Ministry Presents: 

The Shawshank Redemption 



The Shawshank Redemption Group Leader Guide 
 

© 2012 Reel Ministry (Rev. 07/2012) Page 3 
 

   
Suggestions for all Participants 

 
What You’ll Need 
 Bible 
 Study Bible 
 DVD or Blu-Ray Player 
 TV 
 Rent/purchase film in which 

Bible Study is covering 
 Open Mind 
 
 
 
Questions? Email us at: 

 
biblestudy@reelministry.org 

  
 

1) Pray before you begin each study. Ask for God to 

speak through the Word. 

 

2) Come prepared. Watch the film and/or the scenes 

before you engage in the study.  

 

3) Be willing to participate. This Bible study has been 

designed to help you discover what Scripture is 

saying via motion pictures. You’ll find three types of 

questions: Scene Observations – these are questions 

taken directly from the film in discussion; Reel To 

Real – these are interpretation questions which 

further delve into the film by trying to discover real 

world applications; Director’s Chair – these are 

questions geared towards bringing a better 

understanding of filmmaking to the group. 

 
4) Stick to the topic being discussed. Answers should 

be based on the scenes viewed and the Bible verses 

given. These studies focus on particular passages of 

Scripture, so try not to refer to other verses. By 

sticking to the verses chosen within the Bible 

studies, this will allow an equal footing for all 

members involved. 

 

5) Don’t dominate the discussion. Participate, but leave 

room for others to engage the questions. Always be 

affirming to others in the group. Remember, there is 

no wrong answer here.  

 

6) Please note that anything said within the group 

discussion should be considered private.  Many 

times in these group settings, people share private 

thoughts and feelings that shouldn’t be discussed 

outside of the discussion. 

 

7) Prepare to be challenged. The whole nature of Reel 

Ministry is to allow Christians the opportunity to 

engage secular issues with Biblical answers.   
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Introduction 

 
 

  
Although nominated for seven Academy Awards upon the 
year of its release, “The Shawshank Redemption” (1994) 
was considered to be a box office disappointment. In 
subsequent years, the film has garnered such a substantial 
following that it is now frequently cited as one of the 
greatest motions pictures ever produced. The film itself 
deals with the inhumanity of prison life, but the driving 
themes of the story -- loyalty, friendship, hope – make 
“Shawshank Redemption” ideal for an in-depth Bible study.       
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Central Theme 

   
There are circumstances in life where it seems impossible 
to cultivate a sense of self-worth in hopeless situations. 
During these moments, a free person might feel like they 
are imprisoned. While trapped behind the gates of 
Shawshank, Andy Dufresne never allowed the prison walls 
to close off the hope that kept his spirit alive.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Key Verse 

   
“When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. 
When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not 
drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you 
will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you.”  

                                              
   – Isaiah 43:2 
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  Film Summary 

   
“The Shawshank Redemption” begins in 1947 when Andy 
Dufresne arrives at the Shawshank prison. Unlikely the 
other convicts being housed there, Andy is not a hardened 
criminal. He’s a soft-spoken banker falsely accused of killing 
his wife and her lover.    
 
Andy soon befriends Red, an inmate who is known for being 
able to get almost anything smuggled into Shawshank 
prison. One day, Andy approaches Red and asks him to get 
him a rock hammer, which he subsequently uses to shape 
rocks into chess pieces.  
 
After helping a prison guard understand a tax loophole, 
Andy becomes a successful financial advisor inside the 
prison to other guards. Soon thereafter, Andy takes over as 
the head librarian. During this time, Andy begins to help 
several other inmates to get their high school diplomas.  
 
Meanwhile, the nefarious Warden Norton starts a scam in 
which Shawshank inmates work outside the prison for very 
low wages. This illegal cash has to be laundered, so Warden 
Norton turns to Andy, who agrees to do it for continued 
privileges and the sake of expanding the library. 
 
During this time, a new prisoner arrives at Shawshank 
prison. Tommy tells Andy about a previous cellmate who 
bragged about killing a banker's wife, and the innocent 
banker ended up getting wrongly convicted for the crime. 
Believing this story, Andy sees the possibility of a new trial 
since this evidence would prove his innocence. Warden 
Norton dismisses the tale and sends Andy to a long stretch 
of solitary confinement.  
 
Norton interviews Tommy about the information and, 
because of his fear of losing Andy’s cash laundering 
services, ends up having the new prisoner killed. When 
Andy returns from his stint in solitary confinement, he 
realizes that Tommy’s death has removed his chance of 
freedom.  
 
After this, Andy confides in Red about his dream of moving 
to the small Mexican town of Zihuatanejo. Andy further tells 
Red of a farming town Maine that holds a special place for 
him. Andy tells Red that after he gets paroled, he is to locate 
a specific tree in a certain field and look what’s been buried 
beneath a hidden volcanic rock. 
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The very next morning, Andy is discovered missing at roll 
call. An initial search does not find any trace of him. The 
warden is looking in Andy's cell when he discovers a poster 
covering the wall. The warden removes the poster and finds 
a man-sized tunnel cut through the walls. For two decades, 
Andy had been spending his evenings slowly digging 
through the prison walls. On the night of his escape, Andy 
broke into a sewage pipe and crawled 500 yards through it, 
and finally came out into a ditch beyond the grounds of 
Shawshank prison. 
 
Soon after, Red is paroled and travels to the farming town 
and finds the tree Andy had told him about. Red finds a 
buried tin, with a note from Andy, and a sum of money. Red 
then catches a bus to Mexico and his reunited with his 
friend Andy on the shores of Zihuatanejo. 
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  DVD Chapters 
“The Shawshank 
Redemption” Blu-ray/DVD is 
separated into 40 chapters. 
Both the timing and the 
chapters will be hereby 
referenced in brackets. 

  

 Chapter 4:  11:50  – 12:12 
 Chapter 7:  26:15 – 26:36 
 Chapter 7:  28:30 – 29:00 

  Scene 1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With his strange choice of 
clothes and bizarre eating 
habits, John drastically set 
himself apart from other 
religious leaders of his day. 
The crowds came out in 
droves because they were 
curious, but they ended up 
repenting once they were 
exposed to his powerful 
message. Much like John, we 
can also set ourselves apart 
by showing the people in our 
lives how a personal 
relationship with Christ has 
made us different. 
 
 
By all accounts, Christ was 
described as being an 
ordinary man whose large 
following was not based on 
physical appearances. Jesus 
drew people because of His 
powers of healing and 
salvation. As Christians, we 
need to be careful not to 
attract others to Jesus based 
solely on the superficial. 
Fancy cars and homes should 
never be a motivating factor 
in sharing the Gospel. 

 

  
HEYWOOD:  Let's see. Fifth from the front. Put me down for a 
quarter deck. 
 
INMATE:   Fresh fish! Fresh fish today! We’re reeling ‘em in! 
                     
RED:   I must admit I didn't think much of Andy the first time     I 
laid eyes on him. Looked like a stiff breeze could blow him over. 
That was my first impression of the man.  

 
 
Red was eventually proven wrong about Andy. As the film indicates, first 
impressions can oftentimes be faulty indicators of a person’s true spiritual 
worth. Read Matthew 3:4-6. Although it was John the Baptist’s unusual 
dress and behavior that initially sparked people’s attention,  how did this 
become a positive tool for his ministry? How can you imitate John in this 
regard? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In much the same way the Shawshank inmates were judging the new 
prisoners; our society has become obsessed with outward physical 
appearances. Read Isaiah 53:2-3. How was Jesus described? Why is this 
important for us to understand? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Part One 
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Scene 2.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David was besieged by people in his 
life trying to hurt him without 
reason. Even though he personally 
did nothing wrong, these people 
were dedicated to his ruination. 
David attempted to fix a situation 
that he wasn’t responsible for 
creating because it would bring 
glory to God. Much like David, we 
sometimes have to repair damages 
that we didn’t directly cause. We 
show others the love of Christ by 
how we react in these types of 
difficult situations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During this period in history, the 
washing of a guest’s feet was the 
most menial chore a household 
servant could do. Peter was 
mortified to see the Lord washing 
the feet of the disciples because he 
felt such an act was beneath Him. 
But Jesus was teaching His disciples 
that it is the willingness to serve 
others that glorifies God. While 
Peter initially refused to have his 
feet washed by the Lord, he quickly 
understood that Jesus was teaching 
him that a strong leader must also 
be a willing servant. 

  
RED:  So? 
 
ANDY:  So, I’m a rock hound. At least I was in my old 
life. I’d like to be again.  
 
RED:  Or maybe you’d like to sink your toy into 
somebody’s skull. 
 
ANDY:  No, I have no enemies here. 
 
RED:  No? Wait a while. 

 
 
Red had lived in Shawshank long enough to understand that 
an unfortunate aspect of prison life is acquiring enemies. Read 
Psalms 69:4. What was the focus of David’s cry of distress? 
What was David’s unconventional solution? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Andy asked Red to get him a rock hammer, Red wrongly 
assumed what his friend’s intentions were. Read John 13:5-15. 
When Jesus approached Peter with the basin of water, what 
was his initial reaction? Why did Peter change his mind? 
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  Scene 3.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The behavior of a Christian should 
never be such that we are 
unrecognizable from those who do 
not follow Jesus. If we have been 
transformed by the Holy Spirit, then 
we will be acting in such a way that 
truly sets us apart from those in the 
world; thus, we should always be 
prepared to explain to people what 
it is that makes us unique. Peter 
encouraged believers to faithfully 
“walk the walk” because always 
doing the right thing will ultimately 
embarrass those whose goal is to 
slander the name of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul said that he had learned to be 
content because he had grown to 
trust in the promises of God. 
Although he was in prison, he knew 
that God had placed him there for a 
reason. Paul had been through many 
trials and knew the power of Christ 
was what provided him the strength 
to endure all hardships. 

  
RED:  I could see why some of the boys took him for 
snobby.  He had a quiet way about him… a walk and a 
talk that just wasn’t normal around here. He strolled 
like a man in the park without a care or a worry in the 
world. Like he had on an invisible coat that would 
shield him from this place. Yeah, I think it would be fair 
to say that I liked Andy from the start. 

 
 
 
People took particular notice of Andy because of the unusual 
way that he conducted himself. Read I Peter 3:15-16. How 
does Peter encourage Christians to respond when non-
believers take notice of them? Why does Peter believe our 
conduct is so vital to our testimony? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although Andy was confined in prison, his attitude gave off an 
aura of inner contentment that others found amazing to 
behold. Read Philippians 4:11-13. When Paul wrote this letter, 
he was also in prison. What advice did the apostle give about 
dealing with unpleasant circumstances? To whom did Paul 
attribute his strength? 
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“…from Reel to Real…” 

 
 
Now it’s time to engage your small 
group with the “…from Reel to 
Real…” segment of this week’s 
lesson.  
 
These questions pose a great 
opportunity to launch topical 
discussions and foster relationship 
building amongst the members. 

  
 
Although given a guilty verdict and sentenced to Shawshank 
Prison, Andy never once stopped telling others he was 
innocent of the charges leveled against him. Think of a 
situation in your life when you were wrongfully accused of 
doing or saying something. How did you respond? What did 
it feel like do be accused of something you didn’t do? Do you 
think God used this incident to teach you a life lesson?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Director’s Chair 

 
A fun and unique aspect of this 
series, the questions posed in the 
“Director’s Chair” segment of these 
lessons offer the members of your 
group the chance to engage in film-
based discussions. 
 
 
 
 
Shooting the antagonists from 
silhouette angles adds a sense of 
“inhumanness” to these characters. 
This is a clever directing device 
utilized by Darabont to showcase a 
unique perspective towards the 
horrible events being depicted. The 
silhouette angles provide a sense of 
disassociation for the audience, but 
still allow Darabont the opportunity 
to portray the reality of the violence 
being depicted. 
 
 
 

 

  
 
One of the most strikingly original aspects of “The 
Shawshank Redemption” is how director Frank Darabont 
stages the film’s antagonists using a side-shot framing 
scheme. From the initial assault by the prison guards to the 
first attack against Andy by the “sisters,” those frightening 
moments are done using silhouette compositions. Why? 
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DVD Chapters 
“The Shawshank Redemption” Blu-
ray/DVD is separated into 40 chapters. 
Both the timing and the chapters will 
be hereby referenced in brackets. 

  
 Chapter 10:  39:35 - 40:11 
 Chapter 16:  59:43 - 1:00:25 
 Chapter 20:  1:11:37 - 1:12:30 

   

Scene 4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although Christ has made it possible 
for us to pray directly to God for 
forgiveness, Scripture encourages us to 
confess our sins to other believers. In 
that regard, every Christ follower is 
called upon to act as a priest to others 
of the faith. We all struggle with sin, so 
we should be able to confess those sins 
to another who will offer support, 
encouragement, and prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus promises that He will be with 
those believers who gather in His 
name. When two or more believers are 
brought together and filled with the 
Holy Spirit, they will pray according to 
the Will of God; thus, Christ promises 
that those prayers will be answered. 

  
RED:  Why did you do it? 
 
ANDY:  I’m innocent, Red. Just like everybody else here. 
What are you in for?  
 
RED:  Murder. Same as you. 
 
ANDY:  Innocent? 
 
RED:  Only guilty man in Shawshank. 

 
 
Red had the courage to fully admit his guilt to Andy. Read James 
5:16. What does the Bible have to say about confessing our sins 
to another believer? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy and Red shared many private moments together during 
the course of the film. Read Matthew 18:19-20. What does Jesus 
promise when two or more believers gather together? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

Part Two 
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  Scene 5.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elijah found nourishment and 
comfort at the Kerith Ravine. It was 
a place of rest for the prophet, but 
God wanted him to move on. Drying 
up the brook forced Elijah to get out 
of his comfort zone. This is 
certainly symbolic of how the Lord 
operates in our lives. He will 
sometimes remove a blessing in our 
life because He desires us to seek 
out new challenges and 
experiences. Like Elijah, we have to 
be confident and know that God 
will supply our needs. 
 
 
 
 
Both men recognize the corruption 
found in the world. Red sees 
injustice when a man is kept for 
over 50 years behind prison walls; 
while Paul points out that each day 
is filled with opportunities to do 
evil, where wrong decisions can 
lead to a moral prison. Paul 
encourages Christians to seek out 
God’s will each day and live out a 
life sentence devoted to doing only 
which is good in the sight of God. 

  
RED:  You believe whatever you want. But I tell you 
these walls are funny. First you hate them. Then you 
get used to them. Enough time passes and you get 
so 1you depend on them. That’s institutionalized.  
 
JIGGER:  I could never get that way. 
 
ERNIE:  Say that when you’ve been inside as long as 
Brooks. 
 
RED:  Right. They send you here for life, and that’s 
exactly what they take. 

 
 
Just like the character of Brooks in the film, it is easy for 
Christians to become “institutionalized” when it comes to 
where God has placed them. Read I Kings 17:5-8. Even 
though Elijah was obedient and went where God instructed, 
why did the Lord eventually dry up the brook?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Ephesians 5:15-17. How do the Apostle Paul and Red 
agree when it comes to “life sentences” given out in the 
world? 
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  Scene 6.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Solomon cautioned believers to 
protect their hearts above all else in 
their lives. He recognized that our 
motivations and desires ultimately 
come from where our hearts are 
leading us. As Christians, we need 
to keep Jesus the focus and He will 
lead us in the right direction; 
otherwise, we get sidetracked with 
sin. 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s sense of timing oftentimes 
doesn’t correspond with our own. 
When we hope for God’s promises 
to be revealed in our lives, our faith 
is built up as we begin to learn 
patience. No matter what, we need 
to place all of our confidence in 
God’s wisdom. 

  
Andy:  That’s the beauty of music. They can’t get 
that from you. Haven’t you ever felt that way about 
music? 
 
Red:  Well, I played a mean harmonica as a younger 
man. Lost interest in it, though. Didn’t make much 
sense in here.  
 
Andy:  Here’s where it makes the most sense. You 
need it so you don’t forget. 
 
Red:  Forget? 
 
Andy:  Forget that there are places in the world that 
aren’t made out of stone. There’s something inside 
that they can’t get to… that they can’t touch. That’s 
yours. 
 
Red:  What are you talking about? 
 
Andy:  Hope.  

 
After spending time in solitary confinement, Andy shared 
with his friends the importance of protecting your spirit. 
Read Proverbs 4:23. What did Solomon urge his readers to 
safeguard? Why is this important as a Christian? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Like Andy, the Apostle Paul also stressed the power of 
hope. Read Romans 8:24. Why did Paul believe that the best 
kind of hope is one that produces patience? 
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  “…from Reel to Real…” 

 
Now it’s time to engage your small 
group with the “…from Reel to 
Real…” segment of this week’s 
lesson.  
 
These questions pose a great 
opportunity to launch topical 
discussions and foster relationship 
building amongst the members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
When faced with a literal and figurative prison of isolation 
and desolation, Andy risked the wrath of the Shawshank 
warden by playing Mozart’s “The Marriage of Figaro” over 
the prison yard loudspeakers. As he explained later to his 
friends, Andy felt that music was important for enriching 
the hope he kept locked safely away in his soul. Think back 
to a time when music meant something important in your 
own life. Was there a song that changed your perspective 
on a situation? Was there a time when music allowed you 
cope with a difficult circumstance? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Director’s Chair 
A fun and unique aspect of this 
series, the questions posed in the 
“Director’s Chair” segment of these 
lessons offer the members of your 
group the chance to engage in film-
based discussions. 
 
 
Darabont effectively uses voice-
over narration in the picture. This 
is done to preserve the distinct 
“voice” of much of Stephen King’s 
original novella, as well as to flesh 
out the character of Red, who 
appears to have more actual screen 
time than he does simply because 
his voice is ever present to the 
audience. 

 

  
In the world of literature, an ellipsis in the storytelling 
narrative leaves out a portion of the plot. This can be used 
to either condense time, thus allowing the reader to fill in 
the missing portions of the narrative with their 
imagination. Which similar film device does Frank 
Darabont employ in “The Shawshank Redemption”? 
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DVD Chapters 

 
“The Shawshank Redemption” Blu-
ray/DVD is separated into 40 chapters. 
Both the timing and the chapters will 
be hereby referenced in brackets. 

  
 Chapter 23:  1:23:30 – 1:03:06 
 Chapter 27:  1:37:13 – 1:38:00 
 Chapter 29:  1:42:21 – 1:43:33 

   

Scene 7.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joseph learned that God is able to turn 
all evil circumstances into something 
that will bring about good. When 
difficult times press in on us, we need 
to model Joseph and learn to wait 
patiently for God to bring out the 
intended good. 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter states that being involved in 
sinful behavior will ultimately lead to a 
sort of enslavement. Although you 
might come up with many excuses as to 
why you might do certain things that 
you know is wrong, the end result is 
that you will find yourself chained to 
sin. 

  
RED:  Does it ever bother you? 
 
ANDY:   I don’t run the scams. I just process the profits. 
A fine line, maybe, but I also built that library and used 
it to help a dozen guys get their high school diploma. 
Why do you think the warden lets me do all that? 
 
RED:  Keep you happy and doing the laundry. Money 
instead of sheets. 

 
 
Even though Andy was being used by the warden for nefarious 
purposes, he took the opportunity of his position to improve 
the lives of those around him. Read Genesis 50:20. After being 
sold into slavery and abandoned by his brothers, what lesson 
did Joseph glean from the ordeal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Red found it difficult to accept that Andy wouldn’t be morally 
compromised by assisting the warden in his illegal schemes. 
Read 2 Peter 2:19. What point does the apostle make 
concerning slavery and corruption? 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part Three 
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Scene 8.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen accused the Jewish 
authorities of ignoring the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit and 
willfully putting Jesus to death. 
Even knowing it would lead to his 
own demise, Stephen told the truth 
about the Gospel to the Jewish 
authorities. Before his death, 
Stephen saw Christ standing at the 
right hand of God, one of the most 
incredible displays of love in all of 
Scripture. When Stephen stood up 
for Jesus, His Lord and Savior did 
the same for him. 
 
 
 
 
This passage of Scripture is quite 
instructive because it follows 
directly after Peter’s three denials. 
When the high priests asked Jesus if 
He was the Son of God, He 
answered them without hesitation. 
That should also be our model. 
When we are asked if we believe in 
Christ, we need to answer as our 
Lord did: “You are right…” There is 
a time and a place for gentle 
discourse about our faith; however, 
being direct about whom we 
worship should never require any 
hesitation. 
 

 

  
WARDEN:  The right thing to do… sometimes it’s 
hard to know what that is. Do you understand? I 
need your help, son. If I’m going to move on this 
there can’t be the least shred of doubt. I have to 
know if what you told Andy was the truth. 
 
TOMMY:  Yes, sir. Absolutely. 
 
WARDEN:  Would you be willing to swear before a 
judge and jury, with your hand on the Good Book, 
and take an oath before Almighty God Himself? 
 
TOMMY:  Just give me that chance. 
 
WARDEN:  That’s what I thought. 

 
Tommy was willing to testify about the truth for Andy even 
if it killed him. Read Acts 7:51-60. Stephen is the first 
Christian martyr in Scripture. What did Stephen say that 
was so offensive to his audience? What was so significant 
about Stephen’s final vision? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The warden had already decided on a predetermined 
course of action when he was asking Tommy those 
questions. Read Luke 23:66-71. When Jesus was 
interrogated by the chief priests, those men had also made 
up their minds about putting Him to death. What does the 
answer Jesus provide teach about how to deal with 
persecution for our faith? 
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Scene 9.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter wrote his letter to Christians 
suffering intense persecution under 
Nero, but the scope of his message 
extends outwards to believers of 
every generation. In this passage, 
he clearly states that God uses 
various forms of trials to refine our 
faith. Just as steel is tempered and 
strengthened in fire, so suffering 
makes our faith in Christ stronger. 
We must recognize our various 
trials as the means God uses to 
bring us closer to Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
When we have given our life to 
Christ and placed our faith in Him, 
God removes transgressions in our 
lives as far as the east is from the 
west. Unlike Andy’s mythical idea of 
a place without a memory, God 
promises that our sins will be 
forgiven and that Heaven will be a 
place without the memory of pain 
and tears. 

 

  
ANDY:    Bad luck, I guess. It floats around. It’s got to 
land on somebody. It was my turn, that’s all. I was in 
the path of the tornado. I just didn’t expect the 
storm to last as long as it has. Think you’ll ever get 
out of here? 
 
RED:  Me? Yeah. One day, when I got a long white 
beard and two or three marbles rolling around 
upstairs, they’ll let me out. 
 
ANDY:  I’ll tell you where I’d go. Zihuatanejo.  
 
RED:  Say what? 
 
ANDY:  Zihuatanejo. It’s in Mexico. A little place on 
the Pacific Ocean. You know what the Mexicans say 
about the Pacific? They say it has no memory. 
 

 
Andy speaks very eloquently concerning the hardships he 
has had to endure in his life. Read 1 Peter 1:6-7. What does 
Peter have to say about the trials we face in our own lives? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy tells Red that one of the things that appeals about the 
Pacific Ocean is the Mexican belief that it doesn’t have a 
memory. Read Psalm 103:12. What does Scripture tell us 
about the memory of God when it comes to our 
transgressions? 
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“…from Reel to Real…” 

 
Now it’s time to engage your small 
group with the “…from Reel to 
Real…” segment of this week’s 
lesson.  
 
These questions pose a great 
opportunity to launch topical 
discussions and foster relationship 
building amongst the members. 

  
Andy went to great lengths to justify his money laundering 
scheme to Red by stating that the good he achieved by 
engaging in the behavior far outweighed the bad. Think to a 
time in your own life when something positive came out of 
an unpleasant situation. How was God able to use 
something that was meant for bad and turn it into 
something good?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Director’s Chair 
 
A fun and unique aspect of this 
series, the questions posed in the 
“Director’s Chair” segment of these 
lessons offer the members of your 
group the chance to engage in film-
based discussions. 
 
 
By placing his central protagonist in 
a single frame, Darabont is 
subliminally using filmic isolation 
techniques to draw additional 
sympathy to the character. He’s an 
outcast, never quite fitting in with 
the rest of the group. Even when 
he’s in a group setting, Andy is 
frequently in solitary confinement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Throughout the various lunchroom sequences in the 
picture, director Frank Darabont continually shows Andy in 
a single shot, while the rest of the prisoners are framed in 
groups of two or three. Why? 
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  DVD Chapters 

 
“The Shawshank Redemption” Blu-
ray/DVD is separated into 40 chapters. 
Both the timing and the chapters will 
be hereby referenced in brackets. 

  
 Chapter 34:  2:05:05 – 2:05:46 
 Chapter 35:  2:06:55 – 2:08:00 
 Chapter 39:  2:17:08 – 2:17:45 

   
  Scene 10.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John the Baptist was a hugely 
influential figure in redemptive history. 
Scripture tells us that he paved the way 
for Christ’s ministry. But John always 
knew that there would come a time 
when he would need to step aside: “He 
must become greater; I must become 
less.” As Christians, we need to practice 
the same kind of humility that John 
displayed. Accept the fact that it is 
God’s will when certain people are 
moved from our lives. 
 
 
 
 
While Paul was writing Timothy about 
the many companions who had 
abandoned him after his imprisonment, 
he noted someone who stood by his 
side: “Only Luke is with me.”(v11) God 
had placed Luke with Paul in order that 
he wouldn’t be completely alone during 
his ordeal. Paul’s plea to Timothy to 
“…come quickly…” is a tender moment 
in Paul’s final letter. During times of 
emotional distress, we are encouraged 
to call out to those closest to us 
because that’s why God has placed 
those individuals in our lives. 

  
RED:  Sometimes it makes me sad, though, Andy being 
gone. I have to remind myself that some birds aren’t 
meant to be caged. Their feathers are just too bright. 
And when they fly away the part of you that knows that 
it was a sin to lock them up does rejoice. But still, the 
place you live in is that much more drab and empty that 
they’re gone. I guess I just miss my friend. 

 
 
Many people experience the pangs of loneliness when friends 
and family members leave them. But like Red, there are times 
when we must accept that sometimes those situations are 
ultimately for the best. Read John 3:26-30. What was John the 
Baptist’s reaction when he discovered that his followers were 
leaving him in order to follow Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Loneliness can sometimes be unbearable to endure. Like Red, 
we can feel trapped in a prison while those around us appear to 
be set free. Read 2 Timothy 4: 9-13. Confined to a cell and 
facing execution, Paul was feeling abandoned and lonely. What 
comforts can believers glean from this passage of Scripture? 
 

 

Part Four 
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  Scene 11.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While an omniscient God can never 
make a mistake, this verse plainly 
states that the Lord can be grieved 
when it comes to how we manage 
the various blessings He bestows on 
us. All of our gifts and talents come 
from God, so we must be ever 
mindful of using them for His glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture offers firm guidance in 
this passage by explaining that the 
righteous will fall in their walk 
many times, but God expects us to 
pick ourselves back up again. If we 
don’t, then that will ultimately lead 
to our spiritual ruination and we 
will be “…brought down…” We are 
forgiven in Christ, but expected to 
move forward in our walk with the 
Lord. 

  
RED:  What do you want to know? Am I sorry for 
what I did?  
 
MAN #2:  Well, are you? 
 
RED:  There’s not a day goes by that I don’t feel 
regret. Not because I’m in here and you think I 
should be. I look back on the way I was then -- a 
young, stupid kid who committed that terrible 
crime. I wanna talk to him. I want to try and talk 
some sense to him. Tell him how things are. But I 
can’t. I got to live with that.  

 
 
Like Red shared with the parole board, living with regret 
can be a terrible burden. Read 1 Samuel 15:11. Do you 
believe God can ever regret giving us blessings in our lives? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Red made a poor decision early on in his life that cost him 
his freedom. But he learned from his mistakes and became a 
better man because of it. Read Proverbs 24:16. What does 
God tell us about how to deal with the mistakes we make? 
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  Scene 12.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul labors the point that hoping 
for things we cannot see will 
ultimately build patience and 
endurance in our spiritual walk. 
Hope in Christ provides us the 
strength to endure hardships and 
difficulties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This passage in Scripture assures us 
that wisdom in God will provide 
hope through various trials and 
difficult circumstances. If there is a 
sincere hope for better things to 
come, then God will honor that 
hope in His own way and in His 
own time. 

  
RED:  I find myself so excited I can barely sit still or 
hold a thought it my head. I think it’s the excitement 
only a free man can feel. A free man at the start of a 
long journey whose conclusion is uncertain. I hope I 
can make it across the border. I hope to see my 
friend and shake his hand. I hope the Pacific is as 
blue as it has been in my dreams. I hope.  

 
 
Much like his dream of the Pacific, Red hopes in things that 
he hasn’t yet seen, but believes them to be true. Read 
Romans 8:24-25. What does the apostle Paul have to see 
about hope? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this point in his life, Red fully understands the power of 
hope to bring someone out of despair and into a better 
future. Read Proverbs 24:14. What does Scripture teach us 
about the power of hope? 
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“…from Reel to Real…” 
 
 
Now it’s time to engage your small 
group with the “…from Reel to 
Real…” segment of this week’s 
lesson.  
 
These questions pose a great 
opportunity to launch topical 
discussions and foster relationship 
building amongst the members. 

  
A key linking element between the events in “The 
Shawshank Redemption” and the Bible is the concept of 
hope. Think back to a time in your life where it seemed like 
hope was the only thing that kept you moving forward. Why 
do you think that hope is so powerful in the life of a 
Christian? How did hope work in your life to help you 
overcome a difficult situation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Director’s Chair 
 
 
A fun and unique aspect of this 
series, the questions posed in the 
“Director’s Chair” segment of these 
lessons offer the members of your 
group the chance to engage in film-
based discussions. 
 
 
 
This is a subjective response for 
each member; however, the Pacific 
beach ending in the film is an 
emotional release that was 
important for the audience to 
experience. After the grueling 
events depicted in the film, seeing 
these two friends reunited is a 
central component in the lasting 
success of the picture. 

  
In Stephen King’s original novella, the story ends with Red 
on the bus heading off to meet up with Andy. Like the film, 
“I hope” was the last line in the novella. While that was also 
the way original cut also ended, studio pressure eventually 
forced director Frank Darabont to film the uplifting beach 
reunion between the two leads. While the scene at the 
beach certainly reinforces the film’s theme that hope never 
dies, do you think that Darbont’s original ending (showing 
the bus Red is on and then fading to black) would have been 
just as powerful?  
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Be sure and check out www.ReelMinistry.org for additional resources  
and study materials.  

 
 
 

The Bible verse commentaries found within these materials are strictly the opinions of the  
creative team behind Reel Ministry. We strongly encourage you to seek out a  

Study Bible and gain additional perspective on these important verses.  
 
 
 

All rights reserved. Purchasers of this publication may print, scan or photocopy all  
materials for use in any Bible study group they are involved in.  

 
 
 

All DVD and Blu-rays are licensed for home viewing, so small study groups are  
under no legal restrictions when it comes to viewing the films and/or scene excerpts. 
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